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Acronyms Used Today

FAPE-Free and Appropriate Public Education

IDEA-The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act

IEP-Individualized Education Program

IFSP-Individualized Family Service Plan

LRE-Least Restrictive Environment



IDEA

● Federal civil rights law to protect the rights of 
children with disabilities who meet 
requirements for special education services 
and the rights of their parents. 

● There are four parts (A, B, C, D)

● Part A Provides general provisions and 
definitions of the IDEA. 

● Part B Guides the programs and services 
(special education) for children ages 3-21. 
(Michigan provides programs and services 
from birth to age 26.) 

● Part C Guides the early childhood programs 
and services for eligible children ages birth to 
3. Michigan’s program is called Early On®. 

● Part D Sets up parent training centers for 
each state. Michigan’s parent training and 
information center is the Michigan Alliance 
for Families.



What is FAPE? ● FAPE stands for Free and Appropriate Public Education
● The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 

guarantees the right to a free and appropriate public 
education to all students with disabilities who qualify for 
special education services. IDEA defines FAPE  as follows:

○ §300.17 Free appropriate public education
○ Free appropriate public education or FAPE means 

special education and related services that—
■ (a) Are provided at public expense, under 

public supervision and direction, and without 
charge;

■ (b) Meet the standards of the SEA, including 
the requirements of this part;

■ (c) Include an appropriate preschool, 
elementary school, or secondary school 
education in the State involved; and

■ (d) Are provided in conformity with an 
individualized education program (IEP) that 
meets the requirements of §§300.320 
through 300.324.



What is Free and 
Appropriate Public 
Education?

● Free: “without charge” to parents or children
● Appropriate: “in keeping with an individualized 

education program”
● Public: “at public expense, under public 

supervision and direction”
● Education: “preschool, elementary… or 

secondary school”



What does “free” 
mean or cover?

● Education and related services are provided by 
the school and of no cost to the family

● FAPE cannot be denied due to the cost of 
services

● Schools CAN charge fees if children without 
disabilities would be charged those same fees



What does 
“appropriate” 
mean?

● National Dissemination Center for Children with 
Disabilities (NICHCY) defines appropriate as: 
“whatever’s suitable, fitting, or right for a 
specific child, given that child’s specific needs, 
specific strengths, established goals, and the 
supports and services that will be provided to 
help the child reach those goals.”

● This means an “appropriate” education will be 
different for each child.

● The education will meet their needs
● The IEP will give information about how your 

specific child’s education is being personalized 
to meet their needs

● The IEP will explain how programs and related 
services are provided

● The IEP will have your child’s goals



Public ● It is the right of children with disabilities to 
receive an education provided by the public 
school system.



What do they mean 
by “education”?

● The education must meet the federal standards 
defined in IDEA and state standards

● The education is to prepare students for the 
future

● According to a recent US Supreme Court case it 
also includes “progress on appropriately 
ambitious goals and other important skills (e.g. 
communication, behavior, social, engagement, 
independence)” (Endrew v Douglas County 
School District)



What are schools 
required to do as a 
result of FAPE?

● Provide special education to meet the unique needs of your 
child. This means specially designed instruction. For 
example, a child with reading issues might be taught with a 
multisensory reading program.

● Provide related services to help your child benefit from 
special education. Related services may include things like 
speech therapy, social work, or even transportation.

● Provide these services at no charge.
● Provide accommodations and modifications that help your 

child learn and participate in the general education 
curriculum. Some examples of accommodations include 
audiobooks, extra time on tests, and preferential seating. 

● Create an IEP for your child. This is a written plan for your 
child’s special education experience at school. By law, an 
IEP must include things like services, progress monitoring, 
annual goals and more. 

● Teach your child in the least restrictive environment (LRE). 
As much as possible, your child should be learning 
alongside students who don’t receive special education. 
Placement in a separate class is only allowed if it’s 
necessary to meet your child’s needs.

https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/your-childs-rights/basics-about-childs-rights/what-is-and-isnt-cove
red-under-fape



What don’t schools 
do as a result of 
FAPE?

● Provide superior services compared to what other 
students are receiving

● Provide programming (supports and services) based 
only on parents’ request.  Programming is determined by 
the team which includes the parent.

● Provide preferred treatment to clubs and/or sports
● Provide the best services possible for your child, or 

“maximize” your child’s potential. Rather, it must provide 
services that are “reasonably calculated” to help your child 
make progress .

● Provide a specific program or class setting that you want 
for your child. You’re a member of the team that creates 
the IEP and can give input. However, FAPE doesn’t 
guarantee your child a specific educational program, like 
Orton–Gillingham instruction . The IEP team makes the 
final decision.

● Guarantee your child a spot in an extracurricular activity or 
sport. FAPE doesn’t give your child a right to preferential 
treatment for clubs and sports. However, the school must 
give your child an equal opportunity to participate.

https://www.understood.org/en/school-learning/your-childs-rights/basics-about-childs-rights/what-is-and-isnt-covered-under-fape



What is LRE? ● Least Restrictive Environment
● Where the student spends their time at school
● How services are provided
● IDEA says: Each public agency must ensure that—

○ (i) to the maximum extent appropriate, 
children with disabilities, including children in 
public or private institutions or other care 
facilities, are educated with children who are 
nondisabled; and

○ (ii) special classes, separate schooling or 
other removal of children with disabilities 
from the regular educational environment 
occurs only if the nature or severity of the 
disability is such that education in regular 
classes with the use of supplementary aids 
cannot be achieved satisfactorily



Key Terms ● Special classes
● Separate schooling
● Other removal from the regular educational 

environment
● Occurs only if…



What is meant by 
“regular 
educational 
environment?”

● “Encompasses regular classrooms and other 
settings in schools such as lunchrooms and 
playgrounds in which children without disabilities 
participate” (71 Fed. Reg. 46585).

● The settings in a school where children without 
disabilities participate are many and varied; all are 
considered part of the “regular educational 
environment.”



What does 
“satisfactorily 
educated” mean?

● There is no set standard to decide whether your 
student is being satisfactorily educated

● Your child’s IEP is the guide to deciding whether 
they are receiving an appropriate education and 
whether it is satisfactorily being achieved 



What are 
“supplementary 
aids and services?”

● The term “supplementary aids and services” is 
defined at §300.42, as follow:

Supplementary aids and services means aids, 
services, and other supports that are provided in 
regular education classes, other education-related 
settings, and in extracurricular and nonacademic 
settings, to enable children with disabilities to be 
educated with nondisabled children to the 
maximum extent appropriate in accordance with 
§§300.114 through 300.116.

● These can be modifications to the curriculum, how 
the content is provided, or how progress is 
measured.

● It can be direct services and supports provided to 
your child

● The decision of appropriate supplementary aids and 
services is determined by the needs of the student 
(not their specific eligibility) and are provided in 
order to allow disabled students to be educated with 
nondisabled students.



Where else may a 
student be 
educated?

● A general education classroom is not right for 
every student with an IEP.

● Even provided supplementary aids and services 
some students need an alternate placement.

● Schools have a continuum of placements and 
will make the appropriate option available based 
on the child’s individual needs and the services 
required to meet those needs.

● The continuum of placements include:
○ General education classroom
○ Special education classroom
○ Special education school
○ Home
○ Hospital or other public/private institutions





What does that 
mean?

● The IEP team (including the parents) decide 
where a child will be educated based on their 
needs.

● The team asks what supports and services can 
be provided to try and keep the child in a regular 
education classroom.
○ Examples may include: assistive technology; 

behavior intervention plans; accommodations 
and modifications of assignments

● Alternate placements are only considered when 
supplementary aids and services are not 
enough for the student to make satisfactory 
progress in the regular educational 
environment.



Questions?



Contact 
Information

Matthew Salah, Director of Special Services- 
salahm@wbsdweb.com 734-783-3322

Irene Miekis. Supervisor of TOTE and Special 
Education- miekisi@wbsdweb.com 734-783-3322

Monique Giannetti, Parent Support Facilitator- 
giannem@wbsdweb.com 734-783-3322

mailto:salahm@wbsdweb.com
mailto:miekisi@wbsdweb.com
mailto:giannem@wbsdweb.com
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